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ALLIANCE Holiday 2025 News

an association of pre-professional companies — training dancers and shaping minds since 1966

Our Mission: To raise the standards of American ballet through education, performance, and community engagement

The Ballet Alliance is 20 companies strong.

Our members reside in Indiana, Wisconsin, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Idaho, Washington, Arizona and California. We are
like-minded Artistic Directors of pre-professional companies,
who value education, high standards, collaboration and
symbiotic support. Our overarching goal is to offer
opportunities and education to our students. This we do
through year-round seminars, visibility of higher education
and professional schools and companies, and scholarship
opportunities. The spring Festival is an annual event which
brings all of these facets together for the benefit of our
dancers.

Our panel of three exceptional Festival Artistic Directors
rotates through the organization in a 3-year term. The
current FADs Nicholas Ade, Melody Mennite and Lisa Slagle

Heartland Youth Ballet is one of the few member
companies which does not present an annual Nutcracker
production.

Instead, they

present a classic

fairy tale or

children's story.

Pictured here is

the company in

this fall’s

production of

Snow White.

are in their second rotation this season. They each educate,
inspire, and strive to increase the technical and artistic levels
of the companies they work with.

We welcome new member Artistic Directors who
are interested in the honing of their own abilities as well as
the growth of their students. Our ADs routinely share
knowledge and resources with each other. Interested parties,
please contact our Membership Chair Rachel Vickrey at the
email above, or go to our website for more information:

theballetalliance.org/membership
To see for yourself, attend our annual Festival, this season to

be held in Reno, Nevada, April 7-10. Go to our website for
more information:

theballetalliance.org/festival

CONGRATULATIONS!

Member companies San José Dance Theatre,
Mid-Columbia Ballet, Peninsula Dance Theatre and
Santa Barbara Festival Ballet are celebrating
major Nutcracker milestones this season.

The ~Nutcracker
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Peninsula Dance Theatre is thrilled to announce a
major milestone: the 50th anniversary of its beloved
production of The Nutcracker! As the longest-running
Nutcracker in Kitsap County, this holiday tradition
continues to showcase the dedication and talent of
dancers from the PDT company and the Bremerton
Dance Center studio, alongside contributions from the
wider community. We are proud to continue this legacy,
which began with the vision of our founding director,
Lawan Morrison, and now thrives under the artistic
direction of Mallory Morrison and Nicole Cisler.

A true
hallmark of
this
production is
that it remains
the only
Nutcracker in
Kitsap County
presented
with a live
orchestra.
The Peninsula
Ballet Orchestra brings Tchaikovsky’s beautiful score to
life, creating a truly unparalleled experience for the
audience, a cherished tradition PDT has proudly
maintained for years.

To honor
this 50-
year legacy
of
community
support,
PDT is
expanding
its reach
with two
special,
free

performances. These include a school matinee designed
specifically for local school-aged children, and a sensory-
friendly adaptation, specifically designed for community
members who need a welcoming environment with
adjusted sound and lighting, ensuring an inclusive
experience for all.

Photos
of PDT
in their
2024

Nutcracker

North Coast Ballet California performed selections
from Swan Lake
during the
Santa Rosa
Symphony's
Snoopy Family
Concert Series
"Magical
Melodies"
performances
earlier this fall.
This was the first
collaboration
between NCBC
and SRS and the
first time the
dancers have
ever performed
with a live
orchestra.
NCBC looks
forward to more
performances
with the
symphony in the
future!

Logan Martin, alumnus of
Peninsula Dance Theatre,

is a guest artist as Cavalier
in NCBC's 39th annual
Nutcracker. NCBC is
thankful for lasting and
meaningful connections
continuously made through
TBA. Logan is pictured here
with his NCBC partners.

Juline Regional

Youth Ballet
pictured in their 2024
Nutcracker production



Columbia Dance’s
youngest dancers (ages 3-6,
at right) finished successful
performances of the popular
children’s book Giraffes
Can’t Dance. The Columbia
Dance Fort Vancouver
Nutcracker production
draws inspiration from
local history: a party
scene cast straight out of
the 1840’s, a battle
between beavers and fur
trappers, a snow scene
lead by a Moon Woman,
and an Act 2 filled with
Stargazers, Voyageurs
arriving via Canoe, and
Camas Flowers.

Central Indiana Dance Ensemble kicked off the
Los Gatos Ballet presented their Nutcracker before holiday season with

Thanksgiving this season. The production featured guest the annual

artists Frances Chung and Joseph Walsh, principal Zionsville Parade,
dancers with San Francisco Ballet, for the second year in where they made a
a row. The Waltz of the Snowflakes is pictured below. “Land of Sweets”

float which
included a giant
cupcake and life
size gingerbread
house! CIDE is
celebrating over 20
years performing
their Nutcracker in
the Town of
Zionsville, Indiana.

Bay Area Youth Ballet has a new growing
Christmas Tree this year; new LED lights contributed by a
team of engineering-minded dads.

Idaho Regional Ballet in their Nutcracker production




Capital City Dance Collective has been hard at work this season. While they do not produce their own Nutcracker, five
company members are performing in a local production, proudly representing CCDC within the community. In the studio,
two of the dancers are participating in the company’s Emerging Choreographer program, creating work for their

peers and showing creativity and professionalism throughout the process. CCDC is excited to continue ‘
developing the dancers’ artistic voices as they move toward festival season.

~

Ballet Etudes presents nine performances over three festive weekends of their 28th Nutcracker.
The dancers are also diligently working toward their spring Cecchetti examinations, with company
members training across Grades 8 through 10. This winter’s Holiday Demonstrations will offer a
special preview of their dedication, featuring classical variations prepared for their upcoming exams.
As they turn the page on the new year, the company will begin work on a new full-length Little
Mermaid.

San José Dance Theatre welcomes special guest performers from the community into the magical role of the Chimney
Sweep in honor of their 60th anniversary production. Traditionally, chimney sweeps are symbols of good fortune — legend
says shaking their hand brings luck for the year ahead! Guests include the Mayor of San José Matt Mayhan and City Council
member Michael Mulcahy, who will present the organization with a formal commendation on opening night.

Earlier this fall, the SIDT company dancers performed at Zohar Performance Series Twelve,
which presented a great opportunity for them to perform alongside seasoned professionals.
They are pictured here in their
| GRse Rt § S G i piece choreographed by
i Cassidy Isaacson of Smuin
Contemporary Ballet.

Pictured at right are SIDT Executive
Director Elizabeth Sweeney,

Artistic Director Nicole Haskins
and Mayor of San José Matt
Mayhan in his Chimney Sweep
costume for The Nutcracker




Ballet 4S presented their annual Nutcracker
the weekend before Thanksgiving.
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Mid-Columbia Ballet is celebrating their 50th Nutcracker anniversary
this season! To commemorate this milestone, they have added gold accents

throughout the design of the entire production. AR
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Recently retired Pacific Northwest Ballet soloist Miles Pertl (shown below) has ‘Q‘NL$“raﬂier 3

been guest teaching and coaching the company dancers throughout the fall.
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Nutcracker w -
Tea Party,
pictured at
left.

AD Debra Rogo with Joel Rogo,
above, and the MCB staff, at right,
at a special Winter Ball to mark the
momentous occasion.

Ballet Yuma has been preparing for their 30th
anniversary Nutcracker with an array
of community events.



FMBallet presented their annual Spooky Ballets in the
fall, featuring Headless Horseman. Then immediately
full steam ahead into Nutcracker with the FMBallet's
wonderful live orchestra.

Whidbey Island

Dance Theatre
presents ten
performances

of their holiday
classic this year.

This is FMBallet’'s 21st season. They produce three
major ballet productions a year. This season will finish
up with a premier production of Snow White. The
FMBallet mission is to bring the joy of dance by
transforming lives through live performances, dance
training, and community engagement.

PIC-COLLAGE

Sensory-Friendly Productions

We are proud of the trend of our member
companies providing a Sensory-Friendly version of
holiday Nutcracker productions to their communities.
These productions feature reduced levels of light,
sound, and have a relaxed audience environment.
Many include places where guests can take a break
or unwind when/if needed. Resources such as visual
guides and what to expect are often relayed
ahead of time, so the audience can be prepared
for what to expect.

Many of our member companies make this
opportunity accessible by offering free admission.

We encourage and applaud the extra efforts

being made to this end!

Photos by Amanda Fechtner

Featured Alumni

Emerson Moose is an alumnus of Santa Cruz
Ballet Theatre, who finished his training at the
Kirov Academy of Ballet in Washington D.C. on a
full scholarship awarded at the annual Festival.

A dancer with the Royal Danish Ballet since 2016,
Emerson is a recent graduate of the company’s
choreography program Koreorama. His new work
“Might For Right” will be performed by the Royal
Danish Ballet later this season. When still a
student with SCBT, Emerson created an emerging
choreography piece which was performed at one
of the Festivals.

Read about Emerson’s choreographic premiere EmersEWlli”:rony* of a “”‘: in E‘;"b&o”e's
nd or a rear, perrorme Y
phOTO by Klaus Vedfelt here: KOREORAMA Santa Cruz Ballet Theatre in 2012.

Emerson with Royal Danish Ballet,


https://kglteater.dk/en/whats-on/sason-20252026/ballet/koreorama-no-03
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Rebecca Rogo, Allie Yates, Torrie Mower and Lily Wutzke

Allie Yates,
Social Media Director and Wardrobe
Manager

Allie started training at TCAB at age 3.

She created an emerging piece during

the three years she danced with MCB.

She has been on the MCB staff since

2011. A skilled instructor, Allie manages

the Pre-Ballet Children’s Division for

TCAB and serves as a substitute teacher for all levels.

Allie shown above as an Ice Fairy
in The Nutcracker, in a studio
photo, and with her charges at
the TCAB 2024 recital.

Torrie Mower,
Junior Company Manager

Next Generation Spotlight

Longtime TBA member company Mid-Columbia Ballet currently
employs four alumni in artistic roles. Debra Pearse Rogo has directed
MCB for 38 years, sharing studio ownership of Tri-Cities Academy of
Ballet (TCAB) with her husband Joel. These alumni work under her in
various capacities and hold faculty positions at TCAB.

Debra’s legacy endures through her own leadership, as well as
through the impact of these influential and dedicated alumni, who
align with, support, and sustain her artistic vision.

Rebecca Rogo, INCLUDE Director

Rebecca created and directs the company’s INCLUDE
program, which offers classes and support for
individuals with special needs. She trains current MCB
company dancers as dance partners, which is part of
their company requirement. Rebecca is also in charge
of the TCAB Syllabus, thus oversees the training
curriculum for the school. She also serves as Assistant
Stage Manager for The Nutcracker.

Rebecca trained at TCAB from the age of 3 through her
teens and was a company dancer with MCB for several
seasons. She earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in
History, followed by a Masters of Education in Special
Education from the University of Washington. She has
attended the CPYB Teacher Workshop twice.

Rebecca pictured as a
Flower (above), while a
member of the Junior
Company in the
Chinese divertissement,
and in class with her
students at left.

Lily Wutzke,
Ballet Beanies Supervisor

Torrie studied at TCAB from the age of 3 through
high school, and danced with the MCB Junior
and Senior Companies, attending the annual
Festivals during her company years. She
showed a strong interest in teaching ballet from
a young age, and assisted in classes through
high school. After graduating, she began
teaching full-time for

TCAB and also served as an Arfistic Assistant

for MCB, managing the Junior Company

dancers.

Torrie married and took some time off to
raise three daughters. Once they were old
enough to begin taking dance lessons
themselves, she joyfully returned to the
studio to continue sharing her love of

ballet. Torrie has attended the CPYB Teacher
workshop twice.

Torrie pictured above in “Les Sylphides”
and teaching at TCAB.

Lily oversees the Ballet Beanies program, in
which MCB dancers hand knit and donate
over 300 hats to local shelters. She is certified
in Progressing Ballet Technique and teaches
foundational levels of ballet for TCAB. She
has attended the CPYB Teacher Workshop.

Lily is the daughter of Gaye Wutzke (TBA Festival Coordinator,
TCAB Administrator, and Debra’s sister), and attended her first
Festival in a stroller. She trained at TCAB from the age of 3, and
danced with

MCB from the

ages of 10 to

16.

Lily pictured at
age 3, being
held aloft in a
Festival
performance,
and teaching
at TCAB.




