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Fall 2025 News

Returning for a second rotation 
are Festival Artistic Directors 
Nicholas Ade, Lisa Slagle and 
Melody Mennite.  These inspiring 
and knowledgeable professionals 
will continue to mentor and guide 
our companies through the 
Evaluation process.

Major Nutcracker Milestones  
Four member companies are 
celebrating huge milestones this season. 

San José Dance Theatre will present its 
Diamond Jubilee 60th production of the 
holiday classic this December.   

Commemorating 50th Nutcracker 
productions are Mid-Columbia Ballet, 
Peninsula Dance Theatre and Santa 
Barbara Festival Ballet.   

The Ballet Alliance congratulates these 
member companies on their longevity!
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Evaluation process is a 
journey of education, 

collaboration and 
mentorship.

New Member Companies  
Ballet Etudes — Huntington Beach, California 
Capital City Dance Collective — DeForest, Wisconsin 
Los Gatos Ballet — Los Gatos, California 

Member Companies 
Ballet 4S — San Diego, California 
Ballet Yuma — Yuma, Arizona 
Bay Area Youth Ballet — South San Francisco, California  
Central Indiana Dance Ensemble — Carmel, Indiana 
Columbia Dance — Vancouver, Washington 
FMBallet — Fargo, North Dakota 
Heartland Youth Ballet — Omaha, Nebraska 
Idaho Regional Ballet — Eagle, Idaho 
Juline Regional Youth Ballet — Modesto, California 
Mid-Columbia Ballet — Richland, Washington 
North Coast Ballet California — Petaluma, California  
Paso Robles Dance Collective — Paso Robles, California 
Peninsula Dance Theatre — Bremerton, Washington 
San José Dance Theatre — San Jose, California  
Santa Barbara Festival Ballet — Santa Barbara, California 
State Street Ballet Young Dancers — Santa Barbara, CA 
Whidbey Island Dance Theatre — Whidbey Island, WA

Welcome to our New Companies

Learn more about membership HERE

Students utilize scholarships gained at Festival 
TBA dancers received and made use of scholarships to 
Alonzo King LINES Ballet, American Ballet Theatre/JKO 
Long Beach, Ballet Academy East, Ballet Arizona, Ballet 
Idaho, Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, Kansas City 
Ballet, Indiana University Ballet Summer Intensive, Nevada 
Ballet Theatre, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Sacramento Ballet, 
State Street Ballet, University of Utah Ballet Summer 
Intensive, Utah Metropolitan Ballet, and Vitacca Ballet.   

The Maple Family Peace Love Sunshine Fund distributed 
$15,000 through The Ballet Alliance, split between seven 
talented students. 

Several Short-Stay scholarships are still to be put to use.  
TBA appreciates the generosity of these programs!

https://theballetalliance.org/membership/
http://theballetalliance.org


Capital City Dance Collective is proud to launch its 
second season with a continued 
emphasis on refining technique in 
classes.  They have begun 
preparing choreography for 
submission to the Festival.  CCDE 
is excited to welcome more 
dancers into the company this 
season, offering them the 
opportunity to grow and thrive 
within this incredible organization.

San José Dance Theatre 
is celebrating their 60th 
Nutcracker!  SJDT has several 
alumni performing in the 
show and three 
legacy dancers (children of 
alumni). One of the Claras 
will be joined on stage by her 
mother (SJDT alumna) in the 
party scene.  Another legacy 
dancer will dance the role of 
Dew Drop Fairy; her mother is 
the volunteer coordinator.  The third legacy dancer is 
doing her very first Nutcracker in the roles of Soldier and 
Cookie.  A few more alumni will perform various roles in 
party scene, snow, plus two SJDT alumni are rehearsal 
assistants.  

Though some of the first act is based on the original 
choreography by founders Paul Curtis and Shawn Stuart, 
SJDT is excited about the energy and new vision Artistic 
Director Nicole Haskins will bring to her first production.   
The Cambrian Symphony will provide live 
accompaniment to this landmark production. 

Mid-Columbia Ballet  
Board of Directors, Artistic 
Leadership and staff 
welcomed families to the 
season with an annual Back 
to Ballet event.  The 
organization will 
commemorate its 50th 
Nutcracker with two 
Nutcracker Teas and an 
elegant Winter Ball.  

MCB is in the middle of the first of three yearly sessions of 
INCLUDE, a program for people with disabilities and 
special needs, founded and directed by Rebecca Rogo.  
MCB Senior Company dancers serve as Dance Partners in 
the program. 

At the same time 
as Nutcracker 
rehearsals, two 
Senior Company 
dancers are 
creating Emerging 
works for Festival 
consideration.  
Philippe is shown 
here with his cast 
of dancers.  Both 
of these   
choreographers 

are working with mentors provided by The Ballet Alliance.

The company pictured above with guest choreographer 
Cassidy Isaacson, who dances with Smuin Ballet.  

At left and below: archival 
photos of SJDT’s Nutcracker 

production through the years, 
including Kim Gardner as 

Clara, below at right.  Kim 
continues to serve on the SJDT 

school faculty and as a 
Nutcracker rehearsal assistant.



Peninsula Dance Theatre is preparing for their milestone 50th Nutcracker, and opened 
the season with a fundraiser at the Bremerton Convention Center.  The dancers performed 
selections from new choreography and Emerging Choreography and the Juniors school tour.  
The fun and energetic ballet Graduation Ball closed the performance.  Season Opener is a 
wonderful start to the season and is a lovely time for the audience to see the dancers perform 
up close. A silent auction, raise the paddle and Desert Dash events raised money for the      	

	 season.  

Central Indiana Dance Ensemble is thrilled to 
share that they have been selected as a recipient of a 
2026 Indiana Arts Commission Arts Organization 
Support grant!  This funding strengthens CIDE’s ability 
to provide high-quality performances, training, and 
outreach, while ensuring the organization can continue 
to grow and thrive. 

Ballet 4S had a 
company photo shoot at 
La Jolla Pier with Holly 
Ireland.  Above, Senior 
Company, and at right is 
the Apprentice Company. 
What a beautiful location!  

Like most other member 
companies, Ballet 4S is in 
the thick of Nutcracker 
rehearsals through the 
Fall.

CIDE thanks the Indiana Arts Commission, regional 
partner Noblesville Creates, and the National 

Endowment for the Arts for 
supporting their mission and 
helping them share the joy of 
dance with the community. 

Central Indiana Dance 
Ensemble featured 35 
performers at Penrod’s Arts 
Fair, and received a grant 
from the Penrod Society to 
help offer a free show to 
Indianapolis’ inner city youth. 



Los Gatos Ballet 
appreciated the opportunity to 
take advantage of TBA’s 
excellent and informative 
College Webinar, while in the 
midst of Nutcracker rehearsals 
(pictured here).

Whidbey Island Dance Theatre 
Company dancers 2025-2026

See the Next Generation feature about WIDT 
and Island Dance School in this newsletter

FMBallet starts 
their season with an 
annual Spooky 
Ballet, this year they 
present The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow.   

Like all other 
member companies, 
multi-tasking is the 
game.  Auditions, 
casting, rehearsals 
and costume fittings 
for the annual 
Nutcracker take 
place at the same 
time as this fall 
production.

Ballet Yuma held their annual Family Night, which was 
the best-attended yet.  Nutcracker roles are revealed at 
this event.  The photo at far right is further proof that our 
companies don’t just train dancers, they train exceptional 
humans.  Bravo!

Columbia Dance shown in performance of 
George Balanchine’s Serenade, a major 

accomplishment for any pre-professional company.

Choreography by George Balanchine 
© The George Balanchine Trust



Asher Voorhees is an alumnus of Santa 
Cruz Ballet Theatre (TBA member 
company 1983-2024) and is an 
apprentice with Texas Ballet Theater.  
Asher graduated early to accept a 
Professional Division position with 
Pacific Northwest Ballet, and danced 
with Ballet Austin Two last season. 

@ashervoorhees 

San José Dance Theatre alumna 
Natalie Taylor has joined Grand 
Rapids Ballet as an apprentice for the 
season.  She will be performing in 
Sherlock prior to Nutcracker, and is an 
influencer on TikTok.       

@nat.alie.dances 

Featured Alumni
Natalie 
Taylor

College Roundtable 
The Ballet Alliance presented a College 
Roundtable with representatives from these 
vital Dance Departments: 

* Belhaven University 
• Brigham Young University 
• Butler University 
• Dickinson College/CPYB Certificate Program 
• Florida State University 
• UC Irvine 
• Indiana University Jacob’s School of Music 
• Northwestern State University of Louisiana 
• Tulane University 
• University of Cincinnati, 
	 College-Conservatory 
• University of Michigan 
• University of Utah 
• Utah Valley University 
• Western Washington University 

plus the Executive Director of  
• American College Dance Association

The Roundtable gives recruiters a chance to speak about their dance 
programs and a variety of topics, including what they are looking for, how to 
apply, and an overview of individual programs.  This event is a valuable 
opportunity for our dancers to learn about different pathways into the field, 
and is equally valuable for parents of dedicated dance students to learn 
about the range of possibilities in higher education. 

The roundtable was expertly moderated by TBA Director Becky Moore.  

Seven companies attended the webinar at their studio: Ballet Yuma, 
Columbia Dance, Los Gatos Ballet, Mid-Columbia Ballet, North Coast Ballet 
California, Peninsula Dance Theatre and State Street Ballet Young Dancers.  
Others participated individually. 

College recruiters are on hand at every annual Festival, to offer early 
acceptances and scholarships to 
TBA dancers and to answer 
questions.  The annual list of 
college programs represented 
has included The Juilliard 
School for the last several years.

Recruiters, TBA 
directors and 
dancers on the 
webinar, at left.  

Asher Voorhees

Photo by Kyle AdlerPhoto by Dan Lao

Mid-Columbia Ballet dancers (left) 
and Los Gatos Ballet dancers (right) 
watch the webinar as a group from 
their home studios.

https://www.instagram.com/ashervoorhees/
https://www.instagram.com/nat.alie.dances/


Jamee Pitts is Co-Artistic Director of Whidbey Island Dance Theatre 
(with Mark Thrapp) and Co-Owner of the company’s school Island 
Dance and Gymnastics (with her mother Charlene Brown).  The school 
was founded by Charlene (Char) 40 years ago.   

“I have devoted most of my life to dance and always loved to perform, 
but my real passion was to teach and have a facility where anyone 
could come and learn a variety of dance forms.  My goal has always 
been to share dance with people of all ages, so they can feel the joy of 
movement that I have felt all these years and experience this beautiful 
art form that I truly love,” Char explains.  

Forty years after its founding, Island Dance School stands as a 
testament to Char’s vision and perseverance. The studio’s impact is 
measured not only in pirouettes and applause but in lives changed, 
friendships forged and self-confidence nurtured. As the school 
celebrates four decades, Char’s legacy is everywhere: in the swagger 
of a young dancer, the pride of a parent in the audience, and the 
enduring bonds of an artistic family.  Pitts sees it, for her, as a circle 
being completed.  

“When I was young, I don’t think I could have fully imagined it.  At the 
time, it was just my normal: classes, rehearsals, my mom leading the 
way.  But looking back now, it does feel like a beautiful full-circle 
moment.  The school has always been such a cornerstone of my life, 
and stepping into this role feels both natural and deeply humbling. 
Forty years is a long legacy, and I’m grateful to be a part of it with her 
now, ” Jamee reflects. 

Whidbey Island Dance Theatre was a member of our organization 
from 2002 to 2012, and rejoined The Ballet Alliance in 2021.

Next Generation Spotlight

In Appreciation of our 2025 Sponsors

Photos, clockwise from top right: Char cuts a cake commemorating the 
school’s 20th anniversary; Jamee, Char and Mark following their most 
recent performance together; Jamee took Char’s tap class and performed 
at the annual recital last spring; Jamee and Char at Jamee’s first TBA 
Festival as an Artistic Director; Jamee with her mother costumed as “Uncle 
Nevel”; archival photos featuring Jamee in The Nutcracker, as a Little 
Mouse (bottom left) and in Act II (third from left).

Ellové is a Ballet Alliance 
Alumni founded and 

operated organization

https://www.sodanca.com
https://cpyb.org
https://eurotard.com/index.html
https://www.theellovetechnique.com
https://us.blochworld.com

