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Artistic Directors Plan the 2024-2025 Season

The Ballet Alliance held its bi-annual membership meeting
on September 15th via Zoom. Member company Artistic
Directors forged plans to the further development of the
organization, as well as the Evaluation process leading up
to the annual Festival. The 2024-2025 panel of Festival
Artistic Directors is made up of Nicholas Ade, CEO of
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet; Melody Mennite,
choreographer, artist and dancer with Vitacca Ballet; and
Lisa Slagle, master teacher, adjudicator and coach. Our
artistic directors are looking forward to working with these
knowledgeable and inspiring professionals throughout the
season, and culminating in the annual Festival.

Festival Artistic Directors
Nicholas Ade, Lisa Slagle and Melody Mennite

Fall Takes Off With A Bustle Of Activity

Each Ballet Alliance member company has started their own season with a flurry of events: auditions, rehearsals,
guest and resident choreographers at work, schools opening and settling into the rhythm of the fall session.
Following is a peek into what some of our member companies have been up to lately.

Heartland Youth Ballet recently performed in an
outdoor concert with the Omaha Symphony. It was
exciting for the dancers to work with live music, to feel
the energy from the orchestra and to adapt to tempos
at a moment’s notice. It was such an important
experience for these young dancers.

HYB Artistic Director Rachel Vickery looks
forward to sharing her dancers’ experiences throughout the coming season!



http://theballetalliance.org

Ballet Yuma is thrilled to be celebrating its 30th season
this year!

At right, Ballet Yuma
dancers rehearsing
upcoming performances
of “Peter and the Wolf”
for their local outreach
program into community
schools. Below, the
company in rehearsal for
the Snow Scene, which
will be presented in the
company’s 30th annual
production of

“The Nutcracker.”

Idaho Regional Ballet has already hosted their annual
fall gala, and had a company photo shoot at Chéteau des
Fleurs, shown above. Company dancers Kellen and Annie
below, are grateful to have received scholarships at the
2024 TBA Festival from the Maple Peace Love Sunshine
Fund, which enabled each of them to attend the Miami City
Ballet summer intensive program.
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San Jose Dance Theatre is dedicated to providing its dancers
a professional audition experience, even at a young age (aspiring
dancers are pictured at right with director Brooke Wertwijn). SJDT
is excited to have a live orchestra for their annual production which
spans two weekends of performances.

The company set its prospective pieces for The Ballet Alliance
Festival early in the season, one of which is pictured above in
rehearsal.



Whidbey Island Dance Theatre had its yearly company photos taken at the historic Fort Casey,
which was built with the intention to create a "triangle of fire" against invading ships.

WIDT had a huge turn out for “Nutcracker” auditions and they look forward to starting rehearsals the

first of October.
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Nicole Cisler
look forward
to watching
the dancers
grow in each
piece.

WIDT is excited to host Eva Stone for an in-studio choreography
workshop, as well as an acting workshop for the dancers to
expand their stage presence during theatrical productions like
“The Nutcracker.”

Columbia Dance students had the incredible opportunity
to work with Sandra Jennings of the Balanchine Trust this
September. Sandy instructed them in daily technique classes
and taught them a portion of George Balanchine’s
“Serenade.” Next up for Columbia Dance — in addition to
“Nutcracker” preparations, they are readying themselves to
perform excerpts of “Swan Lake” with the Vancouver
Symphony Orchestra this December.

Spring
performance
footage from
“Swan Lake,” in
preparation for
this year's
excerpts with
live orchestra,
at right.

Below, the
company and
Artistic Director Becky Moore with Sandra Jennings.




State Street Ballet Young

Dancers has been busy at work
on its holiday shows, as well as
setting new works for the Spring. A
local Santa Barbara choreographer
and SSBYD alumna has been
setting her abstract modern work
“Chronophobia,” an award-
winning piece with quirky
choreography that showcases the
company’s diverse movement
capabilities. A former State Street
Ballet dancer set an ocean-inspired
piece, utilizing the dancers’
classical technique, as well as their
own unique talents.

Central Indiana Dance Ensemble is already rehearsing
pieces for Festival consideration, pictured here. Artistic Directors
Ashley Jacobs and Casey Clark are looking forward to so many
opportunities for the dancers at Festival 2025: scholarship to
summer programs and college and universities, classes with
outstanding faculty, and being inspired by other members

companies at their performance.

Juline Regional

Youth Ballet
recently hosted
“Ballet Buddy Day,”
a fundraising event for
JRYB, pictured at left.

Below left and at right:
the dancers in rehearsal
for the “Nutcracker Sweet
performances, which will

be held at the end of
November.
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